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First ACD Expert Meeting on Disaster Preparedness and Response
Moscow, 20-22 November 2007
SUMMARY REPORT

The Russian Federation, acting in its capacity as the Prime-Mover of the ACD cooperation program on Natural Disaster Relief and in compliance with its earlier initiative, has convened in Moscow on 20-22 November 2007 the First ACD Expert Meeting on Disaster Preparedness and Response. The meeting was organized by the Ministry of the Russian Federation for Civil Defense, Emergencies and Elimination of Consequences of Natural Disasters (EMERCOM of Russia) in coordination with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. Representatives of profile agencies and Embassies of 12 ACD member countries, including Bangladesh, Bahrain, Vietnam, India, China, Laos, Myanmar, the United Arab Emirates, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Thailand and Philippines took part in the meeting (list of participants is attached).

The program of the meeting included presentations by a number of the EMERCOM functional departments (Personnel Policy Department, Department of International Cooperation, Aviation Department), familiarization tours of the EMERCOM 179th Rescue Center and the EMERCOM Moscow Central Administration Education and Training Center. Participants were given a demonstration of EMERCOM resources and capabilities in emergencies response, forecasting, prevention, warning and management, organization of activities aimed at providing natural and man-made disaster relief, as well as EMERCOM’s training and education techniques.

ACD experts noted the professional efficiency of the EMERCOM of Russia, expressed appreciation for the aid provided by the Russian Federation to South East and South Asian nations, which have suffered natural disasters in 2004-2007. For their part experts shared their own experience in conducting search and rescue and humanitarian operations during various emergency situations, briefed on the potential and prospects of development of national specialized emergency agencies. 

The representative of the Chinese People's Republic has acquainted participants of the meeting with the specific features of the disaster prevention and relief system in his country as well as measures taken to modernize and improve its performance. He called to join efforts aimed at expanding international cooperation and interaction in emergencies prevention and relief.

The Director of the profile department of the Ministry of Home Affairs of India has identified the guidelines used by Indian colleagues at different levels (from local to national) in emergencies response and emergency management. He also gave a briefing on India’s participation in international humanitarian and rescue operations and providing assistance to neighboring states, including Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Indonesia, etc.

The expert from Singapore has offered detailed information on the operational capabilities and resources of his country’s Civil Defense Force, its organizational structure and tasks of division forming the CDF. He has singled out the subject of personnel training on the basis of facilities used by both national and international specialists, educational arrangements and exercises aimed at maintaining the preparedness of the Civil Defense Force to accomplish tasks in different areas of emergency response.

The Bangladesh representative has used the opportunity provided by the meeting to request international assistance in eliminating the consequences of the hurricane, which had befallen the country on 16 November 2007 and resulted in destruction and numerous victims. This appeal received a general positive response. In particular, EMERCOM officials present at the meeting informed about Russia’s readiness to provide such assistance if the government of Bangladesh followed the relevant established procedure.

Practical outcomes of the meeting are as follows:

- foreign experts showed interest in obtaining detailed information with Russia’s system of education in civil defense, disaster prevention and relief, as well as the terms of enlisting and training for their specialists at the Academy of Civil Defense, the Academy of Firefighting Service and other educational institutions of the EMERCOM of Russia. It was agreed that such information would be provided to Thailand as the ACD Coordinator to be uploaded onto the ACD web site;

- a principal arrangement was reached about the compilation of a periodically updated ACD disaster relief contact points list, to be uploaded to the ACD web site by the Thai coordinator;

- participants confirmed the urgency and vital importance of setting up cooperation in the area of disaster relief and response with the view to expand it to embrace the entire region. There was also common understanding that in the future it would be expedient for other countries to join Russia’s efforts as Co-Prime Movers in promoting such cooperation.

It is understood that this Summary Record on the outcomes of the First ACD Expert Meeting on Disaster Preparedness and Response in Moscow will be uploaded by Thailand to the ACD web site.
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